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man, and the Moon is his wife; that snow and ice are also a
man, who goes away in the spring and comes back in the winter;
that the evil spirit is in adders, dragons, and other monsters;
that the crow, the kite, and some other birds are genii, and speak
just as we do; and that there are even people among them who
understand the language of birds, as some understand a little
that of the French.

“They believe, moreover, that the souls of the Departed gov-
ern the fishes in the Lake; and thus, from the earliest times,
they have held the immortality, and even the metempsychosis,
of the souls of dead fishes, believing that they pass into other
fishes’ bodies. Therefore they never throw their bones into the
fire, for fear that they may offend these souls, so that they will
cease to come into their nets.

“They hold in very special veneration a certain fabulous ani-
mal which they have never seen except in dreams, and which
they call Missibizi, acknowledging it to be a great genius, and
offering it sacrifices in order to obtain good sturgeon-fishing.

“They say also that the little pebbles of copper which they
find at the bottom of the water in the Lake, or in the Rivers
emptying into it, are the riches of the gods who dwell in the
depths of the earth.

“T have learned,” says the Father who has brought to light
all these follies, “that the Iliniouek, the Outagami, and other
Savages toward the South, hold that there is a great and excel-
lent genius, master of all the rest, who made Heaven and Earth;
and who dwells, they say, in the East, toward the country of the
French.

“The fountain-head of their Religion is libertinism; and all
these various sacrifices end ordinarily in debauches, indecent
dances, and shameful acts of concubinage. All the devotion
of the men is directed toward securing many wives, and chang-
ing them whenever they choose ; that of the women toward leav-
ing their husbands; and that of the girls, toward a life of
profligacy.

“They endure a great deal on account of these ridiculous
deities; for they fast in their honor, for the purpose of learning
the issue of some affair. T have,” says the Father, ‘“seen with



